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PH ECONOMY GREW 
6.9 PERCENT IN Qs 


Socioeconomic Planning Secretary Pernia attributes the expansion to the strong performance of exports „u 
and improvements in public spending. Critics claim the growth did not trickle down to the poor. A2 
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BALANCED NEWS + FEARLESS VIEWS ILATERAL TALKS 
| ON SEA DISPUTE 
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LEONARDO DA VINCI PAINTING 
ay y OF CHRIST SOLD FOR $450.3M 
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Asean statement silent 
on key regional issues 


Southeast Asian leaders finally issued a joint statement after 
their summit in Manila on Thursday but they failed to 
mention China’s construction of artificial islands and milita- 
rization in the South China Sea, and the Rohingya crisis in 
Myanmar. In the statement, President Duterte reiterated calls 
for a peaceful resolution of the sea disputes. —story sy Sm 
DONA Z. PAZZIBUGAN A19 
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Lions sweep Pirates, 
retain NCAA crown 


The San Beda Red Lions subdued the Lyceum Pirates, 92-82, on 
Thursday night to sweep their NCAA Season 93 Finals series 
and retain their crown at Smart Araneta Coliseum. Robert Bol- 
ick and Finals MVP Donald Tankoua powered the Lions as they 
spoiled the Pirates’ bid for a first title after posting an 18-game 
sweep of the eliminations. It was San Beda’s 21st crown amm 
overall and its 10th in 12 years. —STORY BY CEDELF P. TUPAS A24 
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WORLD / A22 
ROHINGYA MUSLIMS 
BURNED ALIVE a 
PALPAK 
_ SI TRAMP! 


AUCTIONED MASTERPIECE Leonardo da Vinci’s “Salvator Mundi,” a 66-centimeter-tall ethereal portrait of Christ in 
Renaissance-style robes, dates back to about 1500. The last privately owned Leonardo painting is on display for the media at the 
auction house in New York. 
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